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THE ATI‘ORNEY GENERAL
OIF' TE\AS

Aus-nN. TEXAS
+July "31.,' 1948

M

Hon. Hall H. Logan, Chairman < - o | .
State Board of Control S :
Austin, Texas Opinion No, V-644

Re' Construction of ﬁxe ap-
- - propriation for establish-
g - ing the: Weaver H, Baker
aeeot e Memorial Tuberculosis
. . - Sanatorium and the ap-
Ce . - propriation for the support
SR © .i: . - and maintenance thereof for
N AT o ,the cur:;e'nt fiscal year.
Dear Sir: - :

Your lettax .reqnesting an. opin.ion oi tlus oiﬁce in part rea,ds-

_ “There is hereby app:roprnted for the fiscal

.. - yeariending August 31, 1948, the sum of Five Hun~
dred Fifty Thousand ($550,000. 00) Dollaxs for the
conversion .and securing of title to Moore Field
near Mission, Texas, in accordance with Senate”
Bill No. 147, Acts of Regular Session, 50th Legis-
lature,'1947,:and establishing the ‘Weavex H.’ Ba.ker
Memorial:Tubérculosis Sanatorium. Jn.the event.,
Moore ‘Field cannot be secured the Board of Con-
trol:shall -have authority to.establish.said Sanatoripm
at such other:place as the Board of Control. may -
direct, For the fiscal year ending August-3}1,.1949;
the unexpended bhalance of Five Hundred Fifty Thou-
sand ($ §50,000.00) Dollars is repppropriated for
conversion.: (For the fiscal year ending August 31,
1948, .there is appropriated the sum of Three Hun~-
dred Ten Thousand ($310,000.00) Dollars to the .,
Weaver H, Baker: Memorial Tuberculosis Sanatorium
for salaries, operation, support, maintenance, gener-
al improvements, repairs and contingent expenses.)
For the fiscal year ending August 3], 1949, there is
appropriated Six Hundred Thousand ($ 600,000.00)



Dollars for salaries, operation, support, main-
tenance, general improvements, repairs and
contingent expenses. Upon the establishment of
such hospital, patients shall be admitted thereto
in accordance with the laws, rules and regula-
tions applicable to the admission of patjents to
;he State Tuhereulosis Sanatorium at Carlsbad,
exas,

*Complying with the above quoted Legisla-
tive Act the Comptroller of Public Accounts cre-
dited the following appropriation accounts for the
current year:

No., : Deacription Amount

K-696 For the conversion and securing $ 550,000,00
of Title to Moore Field near Mis-
sion, Texas, in accordance with
S.B. 147, R.S. 50th Legislature,
and esh.bliﬁ.hing the Weaver H.

Baker Memorial Tuberculosis Sana~-
ttadium. In the event Moore Field can-
not be secured the Board of Control
shall have authority to establish said
Sanatorium at such other place as the
Board of Control may direct.

K-697 For Sa.lu-iea, operation, support, 310,006.00
maintenance, general improve«
ments, repairs and contingent ex-
pense., -

“Title to the Moore Field Properties has
been acquired by the State and this Board is now
engaged in converting the acquired propertigs to
a Tuberculosis Hospital. There are no patients
at this institution and none are anticipated until
conversion of the properties is completed.

“In accordanceg with instructions from this
Board most of the expenses of this project have
been paid from appropriation K-697 described
above, However, the Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts has questioned a number of these items
{see attachments).
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: " “In our opinion, appropriation K-696 is
' available for any expenses connected with the
conversgion of this property. Since all expenses
now being incurred are the direct result of the
- program, to convert this war time army air
field to a State Tubercular Hoapital; it would
- appear that all invoices, and payrolls covering
‘these expenses might properly be ¢harged to
appropriation K-696. '

“We would appreciate your ophuon

The pertinent part of Senate Bill No. 147, Acts SOth Leg:s-
lature, page 58 is Sectxon 1 which - reads:

“Section 1. The State Board of Control is
hereby authorized to negotiate for and to acquire
from the United States Government, or any agency
thereof, by gift, purchase, or lease-hold, for and
on beha.lf of the State of Texas, for use in the State
eleemdsynary service, and in the establishment of
state tuberculosis Sa.natoriums, any lands, buildings,
and ‘facilities within the State of Texas, and any per-
sonal properties wherever located, and to take title
thereto for and in the name of the State of Texas.”

In a.ccordance with the authority conferred upon the Board by
Senate Bill No. 147 and appropriation No. K-696, it secured for the
State of Texas title to Moore Field and many buzldmgs situated there-
on, and is now engaged in doing those things which in its judgment are
necessary to convert the premises into an established tuberculosis
sanatorium, “There are no patients at this institution and none are
anticipated until conversion of the properties is completed.

Your Board is of the opinion that any expense 1ncurred by it in
connection with the conversion of this property into a tuberculosis
sanatorium is properly paysable from appropriation No. K=696, You
have submitted to the Comptroller, for his approval and payment out
of appropriation No. K-696, several-accounts for such items as kero-
sene, thriftane, groceries, vegetables, paper towels, rugs, chairs,
tables, and other furniture, postage stamps, and a typewriter, 'I‘he
Comptroller refused to approve any of these accounts for payment from
this appropriation because, in his opinion, such expenditures are only
payable from appropriation No, K-697.

After a careful consideration of Senate Bill No, 147 and appropri-
ations Nos. K-696 and K-697, we have concluded that the L.egislature
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intended for the Board, after it had acquired title to Moore Field,
to do those things which in its judgment were necessary to put the
Field and the buildings thereon in suitable condition for use and
occupancy as a tuberoulosis sanatorium, and to pay expenditures
incurred for such purposes out of appropriation No, K-696, It is
our further opinion that expenditures for furniture, equipment and
supplies of every kind and character necessary to maks any build-
ing suitable for use and occupancy for the purpose for which it was
designed are properly payable from this appropriation. -

-You have informed us that all of the above mentioned ex-
penditures have been in connection with the conversion and equipping
of such installation for hospital purposes, including the groceries
and vegetables being furnished carpenters and other employees now
engaged in such work. Under these conditions the items may be
paid from appropriation K-696 ' ,

. SUMMARY S

Aﬁy expen&iture made by the State Board of

Control for the purpose -of putting Moore Field in .
suitable condition for use and occupancy as a tu-.

.berculosis sanatorium may be paid from appro-
priation No. K-696 (Acts 50th Leg., p. 607

Yours very truly, |
ATT'ORNE-Y GENERAL OF TEJ(AS

By 43 "Z “"“‘5 2 )
Bruce Ww. Bryant

e e Assistant
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